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Fae Myenne Ng has become one of the new outstanding Chinese American 
novelists after the noted writers like Maxine Hong Kingston and Amy Tan. In 1993, 
she published her first work Bone and achieved immediate responses. This excellent 
work got highly praised by the critics in literary field and the readers in public. As 
many other Chinese American fiction and immigrant works, Bone focuses on the 
continuous struggles by generations of immigrants under the shadow of American 
colonization and imperial hegemony. However, Ng would not strive for the balance 
between the east and the west, but is determined to embrace both of them and to end 
up with the construction of identity and the renaissance of self.  
Postcolonialism, as a kind of mixed literary criticism, offers us cross-subject 
perspective and enables us to turn critical eyes on the colonial culture under the 
prevailing imperialism of European countries and the United States. Led by the theory 
of postcolonialism, this thesis mainly analyzes the problem of national history and 
cultural identity in Fae Myenne Ng’s Bone. It finds that the author bends herself to 
excavate the hidden Chinese American history for a time while, and to present the hard 
course of searching for identity by both old and new generations of Chinese Americans. 
Ng keeps cautious of various forms of colonialism and realizes the inner agency of 
colonized people. Consequently, the colonized are encouraged to actively penetrate 
into the American main-stream discourse, so as to revolt, weaken and then break down 
the colonialism power, striving to reconstruct their third cultural identity between the 
space of two cultures.  
The thesis consists of four chapters. Chapter One briefly summarizes postcolonialism 
and Fae Myenne Ng’s literary achievement. Chapter Two analyzes the three main images 
implied in the title “bone”, which contributes to explore its underlying postcolonial 
discourse, from the aspects of history, feminism and culture. Chapter Three reveals the 
historical problem in the context of postcolonialism and therefore uncovers the real 
historic past and the stigmatic essence of American Colonialism. It is manifested by 
two facets in the fiction. One is the disclosure of Leon’s identity as a paper son. The 
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space of a couple of generations of Chinese immigrants. Chaper Four presents the path 
of chasing self identity of main characters, such as Leila, Ona and so forth. Among 
them, Leila, as the new representative image of Chinese Americans, symbolizes the 
coming of new period of the colonized’s resistance and thus becomes the new 
landmark of postcolonial fight. Lastly, it is concluded that Bone, an allegory of both 
individual and nation, devotes to guiding contemporary Chinese Americans to search 
for new cultural space and to exploring the further development of postcolonial 
resistance, thus managing the destruction and reconstruction of postcolonialism as well 
as achieving the renaissance of both individual and nation.  
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Since the end of 1960, there have been a large number of excellent 
Chinese-American writers pouring in American literary field. Fae Myenne Ng is one of 
the new distinguished novelists. She was born in 1957 and received her Master Degree 
in Liberal Arts in 1984 at the Columbia University. Since 1989, she has lived in 
Brooklyn where she worked as a waitress to support herself while she wrote many 
drafts of Bone. As a second generation Chinese American, Ng has aroused much 
attention from American readers and critics in literary field.  
Bone, the first work by Fae Myenne Ng, displays Ng’s talent for the first time in 
Chinese American literary field. It becomes welcomed and well recognized in the 
public. Bone, as other Chinese American novels, would also refer to the racial 
prejudice received by Chinese and Chinese Americans and deal with diverse forms of 
generation gap between old and new Chinese Americans caused by inheriting Chinese 
tradition in one side and absorbing the main stream culture in the other. But the 
narrator of this story Leila as a young Chinese American woman in new generation, 
unlike the “whitened” son who despites of the ridiculors behavior of his mother that is 
not fit for American culture in Pangs of Love by David Wong Lowie, would like to 
show understanding, compassionate and thoughtful attitude toward her parents and 
even grandfather who are strongly discriminated by the prevailing culture of white 
people, and also to get close to her young sister Nina who tends to accept American 
culture, and even to sympathize with her another younger sister Ona who ends her own 
life for being embarrassed by the conflict of Chinese and American culture. Contrasted 
with those characters created by the previous Chinese American writers, Ng creates a 
brand-new Chinese American model, who is expert at making cross-cultural dialogues, 
full of compassion as well as capable of working. It seems to have foretold the sensible 
way out for the whole minorities under colonial imperialism. In the context of 
postcolonialism, all of the colonies should follow Leila’s example to surpass dual 
antinomy so as to break down the fictitious imperialism and to start the minorities’ new 
history.  
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Chapter One introduces the framework of the thesis and the background 
information of the writer. The theory of postcolonialism, on which this thesis is based, 
is systematically introduced. Ng’s thoughts in relation to it are presented as is 
expressed in Bone. The second part of the chapter is about Ng and her literary career, 
with a summary of Bone and some relevant critical reviews.   
Chapter Two analyses the three main images implied in the title Bone. They are 
the grandfather’s remained bone, the mother’s pigeon bone and Ona’s bone ash, which 
are endowed with profound significance respectively. Grandpa’s remained bone leads 
us to discover the tragic hidden Chinese American history and the inhuman bachelor 
society for a time. Mah’s pigeon bone amplifies on the lofty moral as well as the hard 
life of Chinese-American women. Ona’s bone ash reminds us the stereotypes 
frequently used by the imperialists for cultural hegemony. By employing the theory of 
postcolonialism as well as that of its adversary Orientalism, this chapter explores the 
deep implications in the title and reveals the distorting and silencing situation of 
Chinese Americans in history.  
Chapter Three mainly deals with Chinese American history presented in the 
fiction. Many plots, characters as well as events are originated from the real current 
situation. This part focuses on the typical carriers in the fiction. One is Leong, the 
paper son, while the other turns to China Town, the little space where the Chinese 
Americans are located for life. The rough past of Chinese Americans and the brutal 
oppression of American society are revealed vividly and thoroughly, particularly in 
the perspective of postcolonialism. It reminds us to remember our past and establish 
our new self.  
Chapter Four shows how these characters in the fiction search for their identity. 
All the people, including Leila, Ona, Nina, Leong, Mah, Mason and his friends, have 
always been looking for the way out of their peculiar circle in the life. However, 
different attitudes and solutions bring about diverse results. In the period of 
postcolonialism, anyone, whether old or young, male or female, adopts their respective 
methods to resist against the racial discrimination and to overthrow the colonial 
hegemony.  
At last, it concludes that for the minority, striving for a new cultural space is the 















literature, it must also find something new. In this fiction, innovation plays an 
important role in both the creating process and the story evolution. The long-standing 
development of Chinese American literature is in the similar case. Led by 
postcolonialism, Chinese American literature is potential enough to penetrate into the 
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Chapter One  The Theory of Postcolonialism and Fae Myenne Ng 
 
1.1 The Theory of Postcolonialism and Its Manifestation in Ng’s Bone 
1.1.1 The Theory of Postcolonialism 
 With the unceasing spreading of globalization, many problems of different 
countries in the world nowadays have no longer been the unitary national problems 
purely, but rather the common problems of all borders. What the theory of 
postcolonialism is concerned and confronted with is just such sorts of issue. From the 
point of view of history, the subject that the postcolonialism has ever laid emphasis on 
were the pre-colonies, including Asian, African countries, countries in Caribbean area 
and members of United Kingdoms, and the scope of postcolonial literature mainly 
concludes the literary works pertinent to the former. However, in today’s world, the 
manifestation of colonization has never been so simple and obvious as containing force 
encroachment, political domination and economic control for long. Cultural 
colonization has expanded to many countries, areas and fields as the imperialism 
appears in new forms among the colonized. Knitting into a large invisible net with race, 
class, sex and other factors, it makes the whole third world unable to be conscious of 
its existence despite getting deeply trapped in it. The third world has been profoundly 
influenced but never gets out of it or even realizes it. As Elleke Boehmer says in 
Postcolonial Studies,  
 
This is a world driven by the market and the electrics, in which the diverse 
international organizations begin to appear, thus surpassing the border of countries, time 
and space is compressed closely, and the world’s geography is rewritten. It is the 
multinational identity, the dispersing relations, the ecological catastrophe as well as the 
world population flow that challenge the nature of sovereignty as well as the sovereignty 
of nature. (11-26) 
 
The odor emanated by the old colonial wine but contained in various sorts of new 
bottles would not be easily driven away as the continuing nightmare.  
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